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Abstract

Psychological development and its role in teaching the Arabic language
to non-native speakers

Researcher: Dr. Hassan Taher Abu Al-Rub
Major: Linguistics and Semantics
Open University of Jerusalem, Palestine

There is no doubt that the primary goal of teaching Arabic is to equip
the learner, especially children, with multiple communication skills that
enable them to fulfill their needs easily and smoothly. If education in our
era has become challenging for both the teacher and the learner, it is even
more so for non-Arabic speakers. Hence, this paper aims to clarify that
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psychological development is crucial for education, especially for non-
Arabic speakers because they have mostly lived in environments far from
Arab surroundings, with different customs, traditions, and cultures than
what we, as Arabs, are familiar with.

Most curricula in Arab countries do not focus on the psychological
aspect, as a secular and experimental approach dominates and foreign
education has taken the lead. Most of the capitals in the Arab world
now host foreign universities, such as Japanese, Russian, German, and
others which graduate students without psychological preparation and
development that contributes not only to the teaching of Arabic language
but also to understanding Arab culture, customs, and belief.

Therefore, this paper is important as it addresses a crucial topic:
psychological development and its role in the education process,
particularly for non-Arabic speakers and reveals the positive effects of this
process because neglecting the psychological aspect of the learner makes
him merely a listener, not someone who comprehends what he is learning
or recognizes its value and role in life, communication, and success.

The researcher will follow the descriptive-analytical approach, which is
the most suitable for describing the challenges faced by teaching Arabic
to non-native speakers, especially children, including the neglect of the
psychological aspect. The researcher will provide important suggestions
and recommendations on this topic.

Keywords: Education, Foreign Language, Non-Arabic Speakers,
Psychological Development.
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